
Statements from ISC

From Indigenous Services Canada office

The Government of Canada is currently responding to litigation concerning the
allegation that Indigenous women have been sterilized without proper or informed
consent. We acknowledge the extraordinary bravery of the women who have come
forward to share their painful stories.

All Indigenous women must receive culturally safe health services no matter where
they live or who provides services to them. Coerced and forced sterilization are
forms of gender-based violence. Sterilization of women without their informed
consent constitutes an assault and is a criminal offence. It is inconsistent with basic
human rights  and medical standards.

The federal, provincial, territorial governments, as well as Indigenous organizations
all have a role to play to address the sterilization of Indigenous 



ISC provided funding support to the National Collaborating Centre for Indigenous
Health (NCCIH) to hold a national forum, which brought together over 100
stakeholders from across Canada on January 28-29, 2020, to examine current
realities and future directions for informed choice and consent in Indigenous
women’s health services. A report from the forum was published by the
Collaborating Centre, entitled “Informed Choice and Consent in First Nations, Inuit
and Métis Women’s Health Services” (February 2021).

Meanwhile, ISC established (February 2019) an Advisory Committee on Indigenous
Women’s Wellbeing to inform the department on current and emerging issues within
the social determinants of health, including sexual and reproductive health.
Co-chaired by the National Aboriginal Council of Midwives and Les Femmes Michif
Otipemisiwak, the Committee has met regularly since February 2019 and
developed an action plan that identifies cultural safety in healthcare (including
sexual and reproductive health) as one of its most pressing priorities.

Separately, the National Aboriginal Council of Midwives has produced a position
statement on forced and coerced sterilization. Informed choice is recognized as a
central tenet of midwifery care in Canada. Indigenous Services Canada continues
to work with the National Aboriginal Council of Midwives to understand the
protective role that Indigenous midwives and doulas can play, and to gather
evidence for further investments in Indigenous midwifery.

In parallel to these efforts, and following the racist mistreatment and death of Joyce
Echaquan, the federal government convened three National Dialogues, in October
2020, January 2021 and June 2021, to bring together Indigenous partners and
governments, provincial and territorial governments, and healthcare providers to
hear the lived experiences of Indigenous patients and practitioners, and to identify
concrete short- and long-term actions to address anti-Indigenous racism in the
health care system.

Following the first two National Dialogues in October 2020 and January 2021, the
Government of Canada reaffirmed its commitment to address anti-Indigenous
racism in healthcare systems by launching the engagement process for the
co-development of distinctions-based Indigenous health legislation, with the aim to
improve Indigenous access to high-quality, culturally safe health care services.

At that same time, the Government of Canada announced Budget 2021
investments of $126.7 million dollars over three years to take action to foster health
systems free from racism and discrimination where Indigenous peoples are
respected and safe. During the third National Dialogue in June 2021, additional
details of the Budget 2021 investment were announced, including $33.3 million for
Indigenous midwives and doulas, as well as national, regional and grassroots
organizations that will improve access to high quality and culturally safe health



https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1628264764888/1628264790978


Collaboration and action is required from all governments, as well as health and
social system professionals, to ensure health services for all Indigenous women are
culturally safe and free of discrimination. There is much more still to do, but our
commitments remain firm in our work with partners in the path ahead.”


